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REPORT FROM THE MAYOR—COUNCILLOR RON MASKELL  
 
 
Dear Resident 
 
It was an honour and a privilege to be elected Mayor of Telscombe at the Town Council 
meeting held on 19th May 2009.  I must start this report by paying tribute to my predeces-
sor Councillor James Page who has completed a two-year tenure as Mayor.  James has 
overseen the first two years of the new administration and has set the Town Council on a 
course of positive customer service improvement and prudent financial management.  
James will continue to influence the direction of the Council as chairman of the Policy Re-
sources Committee.  James signed off as Mayor by accepting the award of Quality Status 
from Lord Lytton President of The National Association of Local Councils at a meeting 
and reception on 28th April.  This is a nationally recognised award with only 700 out of 
10,000 local Councils achieving the standard.  The award should help to progress the 
Councils aims for improved partnership working with colleague Town and Parish Councils 
and the District and County Council.   
 
I must also pay tribute to my wife Gwen who has become increasingly involved in Civic 
duties including chairing a revitalised Telscombe Residents’ Association. The Association 
continues to attract new members and has become an important representative organisa-
tion for local people.  
 
We are fortunate to have experienced District and County Councillors involved as mem-
bers of the Town Council.  In particular County Councillors John Livings and Philip How-
son.  Phillip Howson has kindly agreed to take on the role of Deputy Mayor and he brings 
a unique expertise involving experience across all tiers of local Government.  Similarly we 
share a number of Town Councillors with Peacehaven Town Council and this has helped 
to facilitate closer working between the two Towns.  The re-tendering of the grass-cutting 
contract in partnership with Peacehaven demonstrated the financial savings to be made 
by economies of scale.  After an initial bedding in period the new grass cutting contract 
has achieved the required quality across both Towns.  The Town Council will continue to 
look for best value across all its services. 
 
Issues associated with Telscombe Tye continue to have a major impact on the resources 
of the Council.  The completion of a comprehensive report by a specialist land agent and 
an improved dialogue with the County Council in respect of the bunding issue has estab-
lished a firm foundation to progress the many issues associated with the land.  The Town 
Council also recognises that the equipment in the Council’s three play spaces is in need 
of replacement after nearly twenty years of hard use.  The Council has therefore ear-
marked limited funding for this and will actively seek external grants to assist with the re-
furbishment. 
 
I think it is a universal truth that we all become Councillors to represent, serve and im-
prove the community we all live in and I would like to thank all my fellow Councillors for 
their continued commitment and support.  
 
 
Councillor Ron Maskell 
Mayor 
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THE ROLE OF TELSCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL AND OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
TIERS 
 
The Town Council as the closest local authority to the residents of Telscombe is commit-
ted to making its services and information accessible to all residents.  The Council acts 
as a contact and liaison point for information and services provided by the District, County 
Council and local voluntary organisations.   
 
The other two tiers of local government are Lewes District Council and East Sussex 
County Council.  The District Council based in Lewes administers housing, planning, re-
fuse collection recycling and street cleaning, environmental health, leisure and sports fa-
cilities, taxi licensing, council tax collection and housing and council tax benefit payment. 
 
The County Council has headquarters at County Hall in Lewes but has regional offices 
across the county.  The chief functions of the County Council are strategic planning, 
roads and transport, education, waste management, social services, libraries, registration 
of births deaths and marriages and trading standards. 
 
A new South Downs National Park Authority is in the process of being set up  and details 
of boundaries, responsibilities and powers should emerge during the coming year. 
 
HOW THE COUNCIL WORKS 
 
Town Councillors sit on a number of Committees and Sub Committees that concentrate 
on specific areas of the Town Council’s work.  Meetings of the Town Council, Committees 
and Sub Committees are open to the public.  Prior to meetings a period of time is set 
aside for public question time.  A diagram setting out the current Committees is set out 
below:- 
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COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 
 
During the past twelve months the Committees have undertaken the following activities:- 
 
The Policy and Resources Committee is the key Committee overseeing the management of 
the Council’s functions and finances.  The Committee has overseen a major upgrade in the 
Council’s information technology.  This includes a new server based network running win-
dows based packages, including accounting and publishing systems.  The Council’s accounts 
are now produced in-house and Civic Centre staff also produce the civic newsletter.  The cost 
of printing and distribution of the civic newsletter is now covered by the advertising revenue 
generated by proactive marketing by the then deputy Mayor.  Community engagement has 
been improved with regular Councillor surgeries being held once a month on a Saturday 
morning.  The Committee oversaw the recruitment of a new Town Clerk and appointed an 
Assistant Town Clerk. The committee also championed the accreditation of Quality Status for 
the Council.  The committee continues to manage the Council’s finances prudently in the con-
text of a small tax base (2,700 band D equivalent properties) and considerable land and prop-
erty assets.  These assets have an ongoing maintenance requirement and include the Civic 
Centre, Telscombe Tye, Chatsworth Park and three play spaces.  As part of the management 
of the Tye a comprehensive report was commissioned from a specialist land agent.  Part of 
the cost of the report was offset against improvement works programmed with the company 
putting the overhead cables underground. 
 
The Amenities and Civic Centre Committee has continued to manage the Council’s parks, 
play spaces and Civic Centre.  New technology has assisted in the production of brochures 
marketing the Civic Centre facilities and the range of community events that take place in the 
centre.  New monthly bingo sessions hosted by Councillors have become popular community 
events.  A Civic firework display held on the Tye was also a popular event with residents and 
visitors as was an evening of Irish entertainment provided free by residents. Financial contin-
gencies continue to be earmarked for play space upgrades.  An information kiosk has been 
installed in the Civic Centre in partnership with East Sussex County Council giving internet 
access to a wide range of services and information.  Enhanced opening hours for the Civic 
Centre have also been implemented.  The Committee has also overseen the installation of 
new CCTV and security systems for the Civic Centre. 
 
The Planning and Highways Committee has implemented a 3 weekly timetable of meetings to 
ensure planning applications are considered in a timely manner.  Members of the Committee 
have also taken the lead in relaying residents’ concerns to the County Council in respect of 
the A259 bus lane works.  Considerable savings have been achieved by the re-tendering of 
the grass verge-cutting contract.  The development of a partnership with Peacehaven Town 
Council for bus shelter cleaning and street furniture inspections has provided savings and im-
proved monitoring of the Council’s assets. 
 
The Telscombe Village Club Committee chaired by a Town Councillor has continued to man-
age this important community facility.  Successful community and private hire functions have 
taken place during the year and maintenance issues addressed with the Trustees. 
 
Although not a formal committee of the Council, the Tye Commons Advisory Committee has 
continued to be the main forum for community engagement in respect of issues associated 
with the Tye.  The removal of the bunding has dominated the proceedings of the committee.  
The Town Council continues to work in partnership with the County Council to resolve this 
problem.  It is hoped that this year will see a final resolution to this long outstanding issue. 
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COUNCIL INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
The Town Council has five outside notice boards 
across the Town and in Telscombe Village.  
These are used to advertise forthcoming Council 
meetings and community events.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, the Town Council publishes a quarterly newsletter 
called The Town Crier.  This newsletter gives details of Council 
meetings local news and events.  The Town Crier is distributed 
free to all Telscombe and East Saltdean addresses.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Council has invested in a new interactive web-
site to provide information and seek residents’ views.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Civic Centre has an online information kiosk provided by the 
County Council which provides links to District and County Council 
websites and a wide range of other local and national sites. 
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DETAILS OF YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLORS ARE SET OUT BELOW  
 
Councillors—Telscombe Cliffs Ward  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Councillors—East Saltdean Ward  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tim Armour 
01273 302486 

Phil Howson 
01273 581612 

John Livings 
01273 583975 

Ron Maskell 
01273 585819 

David Neighbour 
01273 582509 

James Page 
01273 579380 

Brenda Sawyers 
01273 584785 

Tim Banning 
01273 308369 

Lynda Hallett 
01273 583501 

Job Harris 
01273 583050 

Marina Pepper—email: marinapepper@googlemail.com 

Brian Page 
01273 302220 

Representatives on Outside Bodies  -  May 2009-May 2010:- 
Name of Organisation Representatives - Councillors: - 
Age Concern John Livings, David Neighbour 
British Legion Lynda Hallett 
Crime Prevention Panel Job Harris 
East Sussex Association for the Blind Tim Banning 
Emergency Planning Team Tim Armour, Phil Howson 

Lewes District Assoc of Local & Parish Councils Ron Maskell, David Neighbour 
Neighbourhood Watch Job Harris 
Peacehaven & Telscombe Access Group Tim Banning 
Peacehaven & Telscombe Regeneration Project David Neighbour, Marina Pepper 
Peacehaven & Telscombe Towns Forum John Livings 
Saltdean Residents Association Brian Page 
Sussex Associations of Local Councils Ron Maskell, James Page 
Telscombe Residents Association Brenda Sawyers 
Tye Commons Advisory Committee Tim Banning, Ron Maskell, James Page 

Andrew Smith 
01273 584484 
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FINANCE 
 
The Town Council’s financial strategy is to continue investment in maintaining its public 
property and facilities portfolio.  In addition to earmarking reserves, sources of additional 
funding will be explored for the long-term refurbishment of the Council’s play spaces.  
The Council is aware of its responsibility to maintaining a prudent cost conscious ap-
proach to expenditure and has undertaken re-tendering exercises in respect of grass cut-
ting and bus shelter cleaning to help ensure value for money is being achieved.   
 
The accounts for the year 2008/09 are set out below:- 
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FINANCE (Contd)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grants to Local Organisations  
 
The Town Council is committed to supporting local voluntary and charitable organisations 
across a wide range of activities.  These organisations provide valuable services and 
support to local residents and help enhance the whole community of Telscombe.   
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FINANCE (Contd)  
 
Grants to Local Organisations (Contd)  
 
The Council has given grants to the following during 2008/09:- 
 
Age Concern 
Breast Cancer Support Group 
Citizens Advice Bureau—Lewes District 
Friends of Telscombe Tye 
The House Project 
Meridian Coast and Downs Mature Citizens Forum 
Newhaven Cricket Club—youth section 
Peacehaven District Girl Guiding 
Peacehaven and Telscombe Football Club 
Peacehaven and Telscombe Housing Association 
Rotary Club of Newhaven, Peacehaven and Telscombe 
Sussex Air Ambulance Fund 
Telscombe Residents Association 
Telscombe Women’s Institute 
Telscombe Village Club 
Vitalise (holidays for disabled people) 
WRVS Supporters Care 
 
In addition to the above grants, former Mayor, Cllr James Page, distributed monies raised 
for his Charity fund during his term in office.  The following groups working in the commu-
nity were beneficiaries:- 
 
Meridian Athletic Football Club 
Refuge Information Support and Education 
Care for Carers 
The Breast Cancer Support Group 
 
Partnerships  
 
In addition to giving financial support to local voluntary organisations, the Town Council 
contributes funding for additional cutting of the grass verges in the Town.  This work is 
undertaken in partnership with Peacehaven Town Council.  The Council also contributes 
funding to the Police to help provide additional coverage from the local Police station.  
The Council holds and provides information from the District Council for local residents to 
access in respect of planning applications and decisions that relate to property in the 
area.  Regular meetings are held with the County Council Highways Department to pro-
gress local highway issues.   The Council also has representation on the Local Area Ac-
tion Team which is chaired by the District Council and deals with issues of crime reduc-
tion and environmental improvements.  The Council is also a member of the Sussex As-
sociation of Local Councils (SALC).  SALC provides up-to-date information on new legis-
lation, guidance on best practice and training for staff and Councillors.  The Council has 
developed a good relationship with the local Chamber of Commerce and is working in 
partnership to promote local businesses and attract new commerce to the area. 
 
The Council is also represented on several local organisations, previously detailed on 
page 5 of this report. 
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OUR ENVIRONMENT 
 
The Town Council maintains three play spaces, two in Chatsworth Park and the Robert 
Kingan playground in East Saltdean.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Council also maintains Chatsworth Park as a natural open space in a residential area 
for recreation and relaxation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Telscombe Tye is an area of important environmental and historic and archaeological 
open space in the Town Council’s ownership.  Much controversy has surrounded the 
area in recent years in respect of fencing, grazing and the installation and subsequent 
proposed removal of bunding.  The Town Council has commissioned a management plan 
from specialist land agents to help ensure the area is accessible and can be enjoyed by 
residents and visitors.  The development of the new National Park will increase the profile 
of the area with tourists and visitors and the Town Council is committed to working with 
the new authority to maximise the amenity value of the area. 
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TELSCOMBE CIVIC CENTRE  
 
Civic Centre Reception  
 
The Town Council operates a reception and enquiries point between 9.00am and 4.30pm 
Monday to Friday at the Civic Centre.  In addition to being able to book rooms for meet-
ings and functions in the Civic Centre, enquiries staff will assist in answering queries and 
provide contact details in respect of services provided by the District and County Coun-
cils.  A notice board, information table and display stands are available for local groups to 
display details of their events and services in the reception area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Civic Centre Room Hire  
 
The Civic Centre has a wide range of modern, attractive, flexible yet affordable accom-
modation for hire.  The Centre can provide an ideal room for a small meeting, or a large 
function such as an exhibition, wedding reception or party, also having a lovely private 
patio area.  The Civic Centre has two well-equipped kitchens for self-catering events.  
Reduced hire charges are available for local community groups.  Please contact the re-
ception desk for booking information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Civic Centre Staff  
 
Town Clerk— Martin Duckworth        **        Assistant Town Clerk— Mrs Stella Newman 
Admin— John Baldwin  **  Caretaker— Gerry Barrett  **  Building Officer —Dennis Over 
 
You can contact the Town Clerk or Civic Centre staff on 01273 589777 
The enquiries office at the Civic Centre is open Monday to Friday 9 am to 4.30 pm 
(excluding bank holidays).          E-mail—enquiries@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website—www.telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 


