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Telscombe Civic Centre, 360 South Coast Road, Telscombe Cliffs, East Sussex, BN10 7ES 

The Mayor & Mayoress 

The Deputy Mayor & Mayor 
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REPORT FROM THE MAYOR—COUNCILLOR RON MASKELL  
 
 
Dear Resident 
 
It has been a privilege to have served as Mayor of Telscombe for the last year and I 
would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their continued commitment and support, es-
pecially Cllr Phil Howson who served as Deputy Mayor.   I must also give special thanks 
to the Mayoress,  my wife Gwen, who has been unremittingly involved in Civic duties over 
the last year and is also secretary to a revitalised Telscombe Residents’ Association. The 
Association continues to attract new members and has become an important representa-
tive organisation for local people.  
 
The Council’s theme for the past year has been one of continuous improvement and 
building on its Quality Status.  The Council is one of the first Councils in East Sussex to 
qualify to use the new Power of Wellbeing, due to the dedication, determination and full 
commitment of  the Council’s Officers and Councillors to ensure the required training and 
qualifications were achieved. 
 
The primary objective of the present administration is to run the town’s financial affairs in 
a manner to optimise value for money without reducing the quality of services.  The 
Council has been busy planning cost reduction schemes for the following year, including 
installation of solar panels which will not only reduce the carbon footprint, but the invest-
ment will pay back over a 9 to 10 year period.  Installation of  energy efficient condensing 
boilers is imminent, with part of the cost being covered due to most Councillors not taking 
their allowance for the last year. 
 
We are fortunate to have experienced District and County Councillors involved as mem-
bers of the Town Council and we also share a number of Town Councillors with Peace-
haven Town Council.   This has helped to facilitate closer working between the two 
Towns.   
 
The Civic Centre is a major focal point, essential community facility and income generator 
for the Council.  The external appearance has been greatly enhanced by the removal of 
the air monitoring unit and the replacement of the Council Chamber wall with a folding 
partition will develop the flexibility of the building.  Alterations to the existing kitchen to 
enlarge the area and install more appropriate cooking facilities are also planned.  It is 
hoped that these works will further increase the revenue stream for the Centre. 
 
Finally I would like to thank all those who have attended my fundraising activities over the 
last year which has enabled me to donate money to the following well deserving commu-
nity groups:-  
 
The Ambulance Responders,The Breast Cancer Support Group, Meridian Athletic Foot-
ball Club and Newhaven Coastwatch. 
 
Councillor Ron Maskell 
Mayor 
April 2010 
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THE ROLE OF TELSCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL  
 
The Town Council is the closest local authority to the residents of Telscombe.  It is com-
mitted to making its services and information accessible to all residents and acts as a 
contact and liaison point for information and services provided by the District, County 
Council and local voluntary organisations.   
 
HOW THE COUNCIL OPERATES 
 
Town Councillors sit on a number of Committees and Sub Committees that concentrate 
on specific areas of the Town Council’s work.  Meetings of the Town Council, Committees 
and Sub Committees are open to the public and prior to their commencement,  a 15 min-
ute period is set aside for public question time.  The chart below sets out the current 
Council structure:-   

 
TELSCOMBE TOWN COUNCILLORS:-  
 

Councillors—Telscombe Cliffs Ward  

Mayor & Deputy Mayor are Ex-Officio members of all  
committees 

Cllr T Armour—01273 302486 
Cllr P Howson—01273 581612 
Cllr J Livings—-01273 583975 
Cllr R Maskell—01273 585819 
Cllr D Neighbour—01273 582509 
Cllr J Page—01273 579380 
Cllr B Sawyers—-01273 584785 
Cllr A Smith—01273 584484 (co-opted on 14th 
July 2009) 

Cllr T Banning—01273 308369 
Cllr L Hallett—01273 583501 
Cllr J Harris—01273 583050 
Cllr B Page—01273 302220 
Cllr M Pepper—
marinapepper@googlemail.com 

Councillors—East Saltdean Ward  
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COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 
 
Policy & Resources  
 
The Committee, which oversees the management of the Council’s functions and fi-
nances, has worked to keep expenditure down over the last year, but still deliver a good 
level of service.  Grounds maintenance was £19,000 under budget, salaries 8% under 
budget, most Councillors did not take their allowance and grass cutting savings have 
been made.  Unfortunately interest was down by approximately £5,500 due to the low in-
terest rate, but the Civic Centre income was up approximately 30%.   The Council is very 
conscious of the current economic climate and due to the prudent financial management 
and re-tendering of several contracts, a zero rated increase in the Town Council’s precept 
for the 2010/11 period has been achieved - £97.23 for a band D property. 
 
Amenities & Civic Centre  
 
The Amenities and Civic Centre Committee manages the Council’s parks, play spaces 
and Civic Centre.  The play spaces have achieved a successful independent inspection 
with no high risk items being identified.  The continued maintenance of its assets has 
maximised the longevity of equipment and property, but there is the requirement for long-
term improvements and refurbishments to the Council’s three play spaces. The Commit-
tee has overseen the re-letting of the grounds maintenance contract for the park and 
playspaces resulting in a saving. 
 
Following removal of the air monitoring unit, the frontage of the Civic Centre has been en-
hanced and re-landscaped.   Two cupboards have been relocated from the Council 
Chamber increasing the available floor space, and removal of the Council chamber rear 
wall and replacement with a folding wall is about to take place.  This will result in im-
proved flexibility of the facilities. 
 
Planning & Highways  
 
The Planning and Highways Committee continues to meet 3 weekly, but there has been a 
reduction in planning applications over the last 12 months.  Most applications had been 
from  home owners extending or altering their current properties, and alot of this work can 
now be carried out under ’permitted development’ without the need of registering a plan-
ning application.  Where this is the case, it is only necessary to observe ’building regula-
tions’ which requires Lewes District Council Building Inspectors to approve the works and 
materials.   Planning applications for the past 12 months totalled 41, 3 of which were tree 
works and referred to the Lewes District Council Tree Officer.  24 applications were ap-
proved, 8 refused and 2 withdrawn.  The remainder were still under consideration by 
Lewes District Planning Officers.   The development of a partnership with Peacehaven 
Town Council for bus shelter cleaning and street furniture inspections has produced sav-
ings and improved monitoring of the Council’s assets. 
 
Telscombe Village Club  
 
The Telscombe Village Club Committee, chaired by Cllr J Livings, has had another suc-
cessful year, despite the Christmas party being cancelled due to the depth of snow and 
dangerous road conditions.  This important community facility has got several functions 
booked, including a summer dance with a live band which normally proves very success-
ful.  A bulk head light is due to be installed on the entrance gate to the club to aid visibility 
on dark evenings and maintenance issues are being addressed with the Trustees.   
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COUNCIL INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Town Council has five 
outside notice boards 
across  the  Town  and  in  
Telscombe Village.  These 
are used to advertise forth-
coming Council meetings 
and community events.   

The Town Council pub-
lishes a quarterly news 
letter called The Town 
Crier.  This newsletter 
gives details of Council 
meetings local news 
and events.  The Town 
Crier is distributed free 
to   properties  in  East 
Saltdean, Telscombe 
Cliffs and Telscombe 
Village. 

The Council has an interactive website to provide information and seek 
residents’ views:- 
www.telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 

The Civic Centre has an 
online information kiosk 
provided by the County 
Council which provides 
links to District and 
County Council websites 
and a wide range of other 
local and national sites. 
 

Representatives on Outside Bodies  -  May 2009-May 2010:- 

Name of Organisation Representatives - Councillors: - 
Age Concern John Livings, David Neighbour 
British Legion Lynda Hallett 
Crime Prevention Panel Job Harris 
East Sussex Association for the Blind Tim Banning 
Emergency Planning Team Tim Armour, Phil Howson 

Lewes District Assoc of Local & Parish Councils Ron Maskell, David Neighbour 
Neighbourhood Watch Job Harris 
Peacehaven & Telscombe Access Group Tim Banning 
Peacehaven & Telscombe Regeneration Project David Neighbour, Marina Pepper 
Peacehaven & Telscombe Towns Forum John Livings 
Saltdean Residents Association Brian Page 
Sussex Associations of Local Councils Ron Maskell, James Page 
Telscombe Residents Association Brenda Sawyers 
Tye Commons Advisory Committee Tim Banning, Ron Maskell, James Page 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY  
 
The Town Council’s financial strategy is to continue investment in maintaining its public 
property and facilities portfolio.  In addition to earmarking reserves, sources of additional 
funding will be explored for the long-term refurbishment of the Council’s play spaces.  
The Council is aware of its responsibility to maintaining a prudent cost conscious ap-
proach to expenditure and has undertaken various re-tendering exercises.  
The Council has a small tax base of only 2,700 band D equivalent properties available for 
revenue raising, and the precept for the 2009/10 year was set at £262,875.    
 
The Balance Sheet and Income & Expenditure accounts for the year 2009/10 are set out 
below:- 

Grants to Local Organisations  
 
The Town Council is committed to supporting local voluntary and charitable organisations 
across a wide range of activities.  These organisations provide valuable services and 
support to local residents and help enhance the whole community of Telscombe.   
The Council has given grants to the following during the 2009/10 financial year:-  
Breast Cancer Support Group 
Citizens Advice Bureau—Lewes District 
Friends of Telscombe Tye 
Meridian Athletic Football Club 
Meridian Coast and Downs Mature Citizens Forum 
Newhaven Cricket Club—youth section 
PROUD—(Peacehaven Residents Opposed to Urban Development) 
Rotary Club of Newhaven, Peacehaven and Telscombe 
Telscombe Cliffs Nursery 
Telscombe Parish Hall 
Telscombe Residents Association 
Telscombe Women’s Institute 
Telscombe Village Club 
Wave Leisure 
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OUR ENVIRONMENT 
 
The Town Council maintains three play spaces, Chatsworth Park North and South, and 
the Robert Kingan playground in East Saltdean.   

 
The Council also maintains Chatsworth Park as a natural open space in a residential area 
for recreation and relaxation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Council owns Telscombe Tye which is an important environmental, historic and ar-
chaeological area of registered common land.  This is now included in the new South 
Downs National Park which will increase the profile of the area with visitors and tourists.   
The Town Council has commissioned a management plan from specialist land agents to 
help ensure the area is accessible and can be enjoyed by residents and visitors.  The in-
troduction of the new National Park will increase the profile of the area with tourists and 
visitors.  The Town Council is committed to working with the new authority to maximise 
the amenity value of the area. 
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TELSCOMBE CIVIC CENTRE  
 

Civic Centre Reception  
The Town Council operates a reception and enquiries point between 9.00am and 4.30pm 
Monday to Friday at the Civic Centre.  In addition to being able to book rooms for meet-
ings and functions in the Civic Centre, enquiries staff will assist in answering queries and 
provide contact details in respect of services provided by the District and County Coun-
cils.  A notice board, information table and display stands are available for local groups to 
display details of their events and services in the reception area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Civic Centre Room Hire  

The Civic Centre has a wide range of modern, attractive, flexible yet affordable accom-
modation for hire.  The Centre can provide an ideal room for a small meeting, or a large 
function such as an exhibition, wedding reception or party, also having a lovely private 
patio area.  The Civic Centre has two well-equipped kitchens for self-catering events.  
Reduced hire charges are available for local community groups.  Please contact the re-
ception desk for booking information. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Civic Centre Staff  
 

Town Clerk— Martin Duckworth           **          Deputy Town Clerk— Mrs Stella Newman 
       Admin Assistant — Janet Ingle   
Caretaker— Gerry Barrett                     **                           Building Officer —Dennis Over 
 
You can contact the Town Clerk or Civic Centre staff on 01273 589777 
The enquiries office at the Civic Centre is open Monday to Friday 9 am to 4.30 pm (excluding 
bank holidays).          E-mail—enquiries@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website—www.telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 


