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Telscombe Town  comprising Telscombe Cliffs, East S altdean and Telscombe Village 

���� ������� ������� ������� ���� �� ����	� �	�� ������	� �	�� ������	� �	�� ������	� �	�� ��� �������� At a meeting in October 

1989 Telscombe Town Council resolved to buy Telscombe Tye and were suc-
cessful in purchasing it at auction in Lewes the following week at a price of 
£75,000.  The Tye comprises 211 acres in total. The main area is registered com-
mon land and has an entry in the commons register for the grazing of 252 sheep 
in favour of Gorhams Gift (owners of Stud Farm) and up to 100 sheep for Kirby 
Farm on the main area.  The Tye, however,  also comprises 4 other areas.  One is 
an area of chalk grassland to the north east of the main area and is known as the 
‘E’ piece, one is to the north west and is known as the ‘D’ piece, as well as two 
areas of clifftop downland either side of the Portobello pumping station.  
The main area has a site of local archaeological interest, the Pedlersburgh Tumulus or  bowl barrow which is a burial 
mound.  These type of burial mounds date back from 3,000 years ago and would have originally been topped with 
chalk and stood out from the landscape.   Urns holding human remains were dug up in 1920’s from a Tye bowl barrow 
and can now be seen in Brighton Museum.  The Cross Dyke which was probably used as a boundary marker is to the 
north east and there is also a dew pond.  The Council has undertaken restoration work on the dew pond to ensure a 
safe haven for amphibians & dragonflies. The Tye is also grazed by cattle from the WD Carr Partnership of Coombe 
Farm who have a grazing agreement with Telscombe Town Council.  
A voluntary nature conservation group was formed in 2004 known as ‘Friends of the Tye’, their purpose being to assist 

with Tye maintenance tasks such as scrub clearance, maintaining the dew pond, 
ragwort clearance and litter picking.  Activities are undertaken on a regular basis 
a n d  n e w  m e m b e r s  a r e  a l w a y s  w e l c o m e .  E : m a i l : -
friendsoftelscombetye@yahoo.co.uk  for further details. 
Telscombe Town Council decided to register the Tye in the Environmentally Sen-
sitive Scheme (ESA) to encourage sensitive farming on the south downs with fer-
tilizer application and silage cutting ceasing.  This scheme would also bring in a 
grant to assist with costs associated with the Tye.    A requirement was for the 
land to be fenced and following a referendum in the Spring of 2001 which raised 
little objection, an application was put in to the Secretary of State who granted 
permission.  At the time Rangers from the Sussex Downs Conservation Board 
(who later changed their name to the South Downs Joint Committee) were em-

ployed by the Council to Manage the Tye and they undertook all the necessary administration work.   They were suc-
cessful in obtaining grants to cover the entire cost of fencing the Tye and the installation of bunds totalling over 
£50,000.  This was completed in 2004.   Unfortunately it later transpired that planning permission should have been 
obtained from ESCC for the bunding and a retrospective application was refused in July 2005 and the order upheld 
following an appeal by the Town Council. Subsequently in June 2006 an Enforcement Notice was issued for removal 
of the bunds within 8 weeks.  Lengthy negotiations ensued between the Council, the Rangers and ESCC as to who 
was responsible and who should pay the costs.  Telscombe Town Council successfully managed to limit their propor-
tion to £5,000.  ESCC and the South Downs Joint Committee agreed to meet the remaining costs and ESCC managed 
removal of the bunds.  Due to inclement weather conditions and to prevent causing potential further damage to the 
site, removal of the bunds did not take place until September 2009.     
In 2006 an application was made to DEFRA for temporary electric fencing either side of the track to 2 properties on the 
Tye and along the Cross Dyke to enable residents to access their homes without having to drive through cattle.  A 
public inquiry was called and unfortunately permission was refused. 
Telscombe Town Council commissioned a report on the Management of the Tye 
from a company called Abbeylands, following the cessation of Tye management 
by Rangers from the South Downs Joint Committee in March 2008.  This report 
is now to hand and the Council is in the process of formulating a Management 
Plan.  The Council are also looking at ways of bringing in income from the Tye as 
the ESA scheme lapsed last year. 
On 12th November the South Downs was formally designated as a National Park 
and the Secretary of State for the Environment, Hilary Benn, signed the historic 
Confirmation Order at Ditchling.  Telscombe Town Council is very pleased that 
the Tye is included within the National Park. 
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Please note the following dates in your diary 
for the first half of  2010 for the ever popular 
bingo evenings run by the Council:- 

Friday 26th February     
Friday 26th March 
Friday 30th April 
Friday 28th May 
Friday 25th June 

Start time is prompt at 7 pm. 
There will be eight games played for £4. 
FREE tea and biscuits are provided at a half-
time break. Everyone is welcome so why not 
come along, join in the fun and be in with a 
chance of winning a cash prize. There is also 
an extra ‘snowball’ game which costs 50p for 
a game card.         
Net proceeds to the Mayor of Telscombe’s charity 
fund. 

 

Thank You —Telscombe Town Council would 
like to thank all local businesses for their con-
tinued support for the Town Crier newsletter 
by placing an advert in the supplement. 
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The Annual Town Meeting for Telscombe 
Cliffs and East Saltdean will be held on Tues-
day 27th April 2010 in Telscombe Civic Cen-
tre at 8pm.   
 

This is an opportunity for local electors to ask 
questions on any local topic, so don't miss the 
chance and make sure you attend .  
 

Please could written questions be sent to the 
Town Clerk, Mr Martin Duckworth, 360 South 
Coast Road, Telscombe Cliffs, BN10 7ES, at 
least a week before the meeting, to enable a 
reply to be formulated. 
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The Christmas evening provided free by Tel-
scombe Town Council to its residents on 4th 
December had a good turnout and all those 
who attended had a thoroughly entertaining 
time.  The theme was a Cockney evening 
with entertainment provided by the ever popu-
lar Ricky T Sargent.  As can be seen from the 
photos, participation was a big part of the eve-
ning.  Just a reminder that the Christmas eve-
ning is a regular event that the Council puts on 
for residents of Telscombe Town, (comprising Tel-
scombe Cliffs, East Saltdean and Telscombe Village), 
on the first Friday of December each year. 
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 �� Did you know that the 
fire and rescue service conduct 
free home safety visits and will ad-
vise the best place to put a smoke 
alarm.  If you do not have a smoke 
alarm they can provide one and fit 
it for you free of charge.  If you are 
interested please contact Tel-
scombe Town Council on 01273 
589777 and leave your details and 
they will pass them on the fire and 
rescue service who will contact 
you directly. 
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As mentioned in the last issue of the 
Town Crier, the Council will now be hold-
ing a quiz night quarterly to raise money 
for the Mayor’s Charity Fund.  The 
charge will be £2 per person with 6 peo-
ple on a team.  It will commence at 
7.30pm with a bottle of champagne, but 
most importantly the title of champions, 
for the winning team. Don’t miss out on 
this fun night. The first one for the New 
Year was held on 5th February and future 
dates are:-  

Friday 7th May **  Friday 6th August 
All you need to do is ring 01273 589777 
to book in your team. 
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minder that the com-
munity bus is operat-
ing a door to door 
service between East 
Saltdean and New-  
haven Monday to Fri-
day, 9.15am-2.30pm 
at a cost of £1.50 per 
journey.  From 1st 
March 2010 accom-
panied children under 
12 years of age go 
free. More details 
from 01273 517332 
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Meeting dates for February to May 2010:- 

 FEB   

Planning & Highways Wed 24th Feb 7.30pm 
 MAR    

Policy & Resources Mon 1st March 7.30pm 

Amenities & Civic Centre Mon 8th March 7.30pm 

COUNCIL Tues 16th March 7.30pm 
Planning & Highways Wed 17th March 7.30pm 

Tye Commons Advisory  Fri 19th March 6.30pm 

Telscombe Village Club Wed 24th March 7.30pm 
 APR   
Planning & Highways Wed 7th April 7.30pm 

Annual Town Meeting Tues 27th April 8.00pm 

 MAY   

Policy & Resources Mon 10th May 7.30pm 

ANNUAL COUNCIL 
MEETING Tues 18th MAY 8.00pm 
Planning & Highways Wed 19th May 7.30pm 

Tye Commons Advisory  Fri 21st May 6.30 pm 

Amenities & Civic Centre Mon 24th May 7.30pm 

Telscombe Village Club Wed 26th May 7.30pm 

Planning & Highways Wed 28th April 7.30 pm 
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The public can attend meetings and ask questions dur-
ing a 15 minute period before a meeting starts. Please 
telephone the Civic Centre on 01273 589777  to en-
sure that a meeting is being held.  
Meetings are held in the Telscombe Civic Centre, ex-
cept for the Telscombe Village Club which is held in 
the Village Club, near Lewes. 
Agendas are displayed on Council notice boards a few 
days before meetings and also on the website, 
www.telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk. 
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Below are pictures of a beautiful snow cov-
ered Chatsworth Park.  This is a beautiful 
amenity for all to enjoy, adults, children and 
dog walkers.  It has certainly been a very 
popular destination for snow related activities 

during the recent snowy 
spell.�
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Vandalism of children’s playgrounds is an  
ongoing problem that is ultimately reflected in  
your Council Tax. This mindless behaviour 
also prevents children’s enjoyment of public 
playgrounds. Please help us if you can by 
calling the Police if you see anyone carrying 
out acts of vandalism on 0845 60 70 999.   
Hopefully the culprits can be caught and 
stopped.   Shown below are a couple of pic-
tures of recent damage. 

Fed up and stuffed ...  You, me and the turkey afte r Christmas.  Oh! And at the time of writing add ‘fed 
up with the snow!’   
So here we are again the start of a new year and all the old chestnut resolutions, lose weight, exercise, 
allow in-laws to visit more, etc, have been made and broken.  Maybe with the majority of us being snow 
bound and unable to get to the shops forced to eat less because we have no biscuits, potatoes and 
bread, and the chocolates mysteriously have disappeared (“No! I didn't eat them”, I hear you say) so this 
year there is a slim (excuse the pun) chance to fulfil one of our resolutions and lose weight.  Excess 
weight is on the increase and affects our health, so if you are serious about losing weight don't diet .... 
What?   .... We should all be on a diet, not to lose weight but to stay healthy and enjoy our lives.  The 
easiest way is portion size, reduce the amount, use a smaller plate, eat more vegetables and fruit then 
maybe, just maybe the next time we have snow we can get out there and enjoy the white powder and not 
feel fed up and stuffed. 
Michael Wickham, Osteopath and Naturopath—Natural health specialist keeping you naturally healthy 
everyday. 
Michael J Wickham DO ND MRN, Osteopath and Naturopath, Meridian Osteopathic Clinic, 2 Central 
Court, Central Avenue, Telscombe Cliffs, BN10 7LU. Tel: 01273 585444, web: www.meridianclinic.co.uk 



 

 

Telscombe Town Crier is published quarterly by Telscombe Town Council and is distributed to approximately 3,500 households. Thanks are given to the Deputy Town 
Clerk, Stella Newman, for the composition of the Town Crier. 
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Phil Howson 
Deputy Mayor 
01273 581612 

John Livings 
01273 583975 

Ron Maskell 
Mayor 
01273 585819 

David Neighbour 
01273 582509 

Brenda Sawyers 
01273 584785 

Lynda Hallett 
01273 583501 

Job Harris 
01273 583050 

Marina Pepper 
marinapepper@googlemail.com 

Brian Page 
01273 302220 

Tim Banning 
01273 308369 

James Page 
01273 579380 

Tim Armour 
01273  302486 
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Councillors —Telscombe Cliffs Ward:-  

Councillors—East Saltdean Ward:-  

#��	-�!!���1� '��������� Just a reminder that  Councillors’ surgeries  

take place on the first Saturday of each month from 10-11am in Telscombe Civic Centre.  Anyone 
from Telscombe Cliffs and East Saltdean is welcome to attend and speak to Councillors.  There 
will be a Telscombe Town Councillor present and normally also either a Lewes District or East 
Sussex County Councillor.  No appointment is necessary so please come along with any queries 
you may have.  At the same time Telscombe Residents’ Association holds a coffee morning at 
the Civic Centre.  Dates for the next few surgeries and coffee mornings, all on Saturdays are:-  

6th March   **  10th April  **   1st May  **  5th J une 

Andy Smith 
01273 584484 
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The Civic Centre Reception is open every weekday from 9 am until 4.30 pm, excluding bank holi-
days.   Telephone 01273 589777     *****      Fax 01273 585888   
Email: enquiries@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website:       www.telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 
Address for correspondence: Telscombe Town Council, Telscombe Civic Centre,  
360 South Coast Road, Telscombe Cliffs, E Sussex, BN10 7ES 
Town Clerk:  Martin Duckworth                 Deputy Town Clerk:  Stella Newman 
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Peacehaven Town Council have 14 possi-
ble designs for the proposed War Memo-
rial to be sited in Greenwich Way.  These 
will be on display in Community House 
foyer, Meridian Centre and the Peace-
haven library from 14th January to 5th 
March.  Residents can vote for their fa-
vourite design by completing a voting slip 
which can be found on Peacehaven Town 
Council website or in the foyer of Commu-
nity House.  For further information contact 
Georgina Bancroft on 01273 575121, email: 
georginabancroft@peacehavencouncil.co.uk. 
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 �� This is a reminder that 

Telscombe Town Council has a public 
information point in the foyer at the 
Telscombe Civic Centre.  This is an 
electronic touch screen kiosk that pro-
vides quick access to online Council, 
local and community services.  This 
service is free and enables you to ac-
cess the internet if you do not have a 
computer at home.  It can also print 
out the information you have found. 


