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A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR, COUNCILLOR WAYNE BOTTING  
Firstly I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for voting me 
as Mayor nearly 12 months ago. It was an honour to be elected 
and entrusted with the role.  I have had an amazing journey but 
could not have achieved it without incredible support.  I would 
like to thank my wife Lisa who has fully supported him 
throughout the year, taking on her role as Mayoress and 
getting involved in as many duties as she could whilst 
continuing to run our business.   Thanks also to the Deputy 
Mayor, Cllr Ron Maskell, who has been ready to take the reins 
when necessary and has shown me encouragement and guidance - it has been a 
pleasure to serve the community with you.      
The office staff of Nancy, Stella and Jan have been amazing and provided me with 
constant support and the information to carry out my duties to the best.   Stan, the IT 
man,  is not even a Councillor but is always there to help at a moment’s notice and the 
caretaking staff of Gerry and Mick work tirelessly to keep the Civic Centre up to scratch - 
thanks to you all. 
I have had the pleasure of working alongside the Mayor of Peacehaven, Cllr Robert 
Robertson, who has made my term an enjoyable one.  
I have helped raise money and awareness for various charities and groups such as the 
Community Transport for Lewes Area, Age Concern, Homelink, Homestart, Blind 
Veterans, Scouts, Brownies, RAF ATC, Age Concern, Peacehaven & Telscombe football 
club, Telscombe Flower Club, Breast Cancer Support Group, Prostrate Cancer Support,  
and Royal Society of St George to name but a few.   I am proud of the Council members 
and staff that give up their time to give back to the community through fundraising events 
held at the Civic Centre.    
I have introduced a tea club to start at the Civic Centre who now provide a weekly social 
gathering for lonely seniors within the town, having 20-30 residents regularly attend and 
enjoy tea, cake and a chance to make new friends.    
I have attended and represented Telscombe Town at many events including a dinner at 
the House of Lords, I met with the Ambassador to North Korea, have had the privilege of 
being invited to No 10 Downing Street where I met the Prime Minister David Cameron 
and have recently attended the 100

th
 birthday of a local lady, Ida Hitchins.  All of these 

things have changed my life for the better. 
My main charity for the year ‘Stand up for Leisha’ had been to raise £21,000 for a power 
wheelchair for a local 13 year old girl who suffers from cerebral palsy so she could stand 
and become more independent.  Through determination and organising numerous 
fundraising events specifically for this and constant publicising via the media, after only 
12 weeks I managed to meet the target and had the honour of presenting Leisha with her 
wheelchair at an event at the Civic Centre in December.  Thank you to everyone who  
supported me and I have now put the wheels in motion to create a memory garden in 
Chatsworth Park, leaving £4,000 earmarked for the new Mayor for this project in case I 
am not re-elected.    
Some Councillors have decided not to re-stand at this year’s election and I would like to 
thank Councillors and past Mayors John Livings and Brendon Rossiter and Cllr Lynda 
Hallett for their hard work throughout their 4 year term. It has been an honour and 
privilege to have worked alongside all 12 Councillors.   
Finally I would like to thank everyone for helping me create a piece of history by raising 
and giving away over £30,000 through the Mayor’s and Council grants; awarding the very 
first Honorary Freeman of the Town Award and putting the Town firmly back on the map. 
 

Councillor Wayne Botting 
Mayor 
April 2015 
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TELSCOMBE TOWN COUNCIL  
 
Telscombe Town Council serves Telscombe Cliffs, East Saltdean and Telscombe Village  

and has approximately 5,700 electors.     

The Town Council owns and manages important local community facilities including the 

Civic Centre on the South Coast Road, Chatsworth Park including two equipped play 

spaces, the Robert Kingan play space in East Saltdean, and Telscombe Tye (211 acres 

of open access Common land).  It is also responsible for grass verge cutting and has a 

managed joint contract with Peacehaven Town Council which provides a cost effective 

service.   In addition, the Council leases the Telscombe Village Club situated in the heart 

of the historic village of Telscombe from the Trustees of the Gorham Trust. 

 

————————————————— 

Councillors 
 
The Town Council has 13 Councillors, eight in the Telscombe Cliffs Ward and five in the  

Saltdean ward as follows:- 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Councillor Wayne Botting was appointed as Mayor and Councillor Ron Maskell as Deputy 

Mayor at the Council’s Annual Meeting in May 2014.   Cllr J Page from the Telscombe 

Cliffs ward resigned in December 2014 and due to the election in May, this seat remained 

vacant. 
 

Councillors—Telscombe Cliffs Ward Councillors—East Saltdean Ward 

Cllr T Armour   

Cllr L Hallett 

Cllr G Maskell 

Cllr R Maskell 

Cllr D Neave 

Cllr B Rossiter 

Cllr A Smith 

vacancy 

Cllr W Botting   

Cllr P Evans 

Cllr P Howson  

Cllr J Livings 

Cllr B Page 

 

Staff 
 

The Council employs  two full-time and three part-time staff in the following roles:- 
 

Town Clerk - Nancy Astley   

Deputy Town Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer - Stella Newman 

Admin Assistant  - Janette Waters 

Caretaker  - Gerry Barrett                                            

Out of Hours Caretaker - Mick Evans 
 

You can contact the Town Clerk or Civic Centre staff on 01273 589777 

The enquiries office at the Civic Centre is open Monday to Friday 9 am to 4.30 pm (excluding 

bank holidays).           

E-mail - enquiries@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website - www.telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Policy & Resources Committee 
 

The Committee, which oversees the management of the Council’s functions and finances, 

has worked to keep expenditure down over the last year, but still maintain a quality level 

of service.   
 

Progress continues regarding the Tye management, and the new ELS/HLS Agreement is 

now in place for the next 10 years. Following lambing of the ’community flock’ of ewes, a 

small profit has been made. 
 

Amenities & Civic Centre Committee 
 

The Amenities and Civic Centre Committee manages Chatsworth Park which contains two 

play spaces;  Robert Kingan Park in Bannings Vale, East Saltdean and the Civic Centre.  

The Civic Centre provides a hub for the local community with a variety of support groups, 

exercise classes and social activities undertaken every day of the week.     
 

Chatsworth Park is the venue for the joint towns Summer Fayre in July which Telscombe 

Town Council will be hosting.  This very popular community event is funded entirely by 

local sponsorship for which the Council is very grateful.  
 

The Committee also oversees organisation of the very popular firework display on 

Telscombe Tye. 
 

Planning & Highways Committee 
 

The Planning and Highways Committee meets on a 3 weekly cycle.  Planning applications 

for the past 12 months totalled 58, 2 of which were tree applications and 3 were in the 

South Downs National Park.  To date 46 were granted and 9 refused.       
 

During the year the Committee was consulted and submitted comments on the Lewes 

District Council Local Plan and a Government consultation on proposed changes to 

permitted development rights.      The Committee also had regular Strengthening Local 

Relationships meetings at which the County Council Highways Team were in attendance; 

agreed the re-tendering of the grounds maintenance contract and continued to maintain 

the Council-owned street lights, approving repairs and replacements where necessary.  
 

Telscombe Village Club Sub-Committee 
 

The Telscombe Village Club, which the Council leases,  is a 

focal point for the Village.  It is available for hire 7 days a week 

for various functions.   Various maintenance works have been 

carried out over the year to keep the Club in good condition. 

 
 
 

FULL COUNCIL 

Planning & Highways 
Committee 

Amenities & Civic 
Centre Committee 

Policy & Resources  
Committee 

Sub Committees:  

 Audit 

 Employement 

 Grants 

 Telscombe Village Club 
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FINANCE 
 

The Council has built a reputation for sound financial management over recent years and 

has developed a financial strategy that has value for money at its core – making sure 

every penny counts.  

We continue to ensure that decisions around service priorities are supported by the 

resources needed and to make sure that we continue to deliver the high quality services 

our community needs. Our financial strategy is underpinned by the strong foundation of 

the Council’s reserves and balances that ensure we are able to deal with any unplanned 

eventualities as and when they may arise.  
 

Council Tax 
 

Council tax is a tax on the occupiers or owners of domestic properties such as houses 

and flats. We are committed to keeping any necessary council tax increases to a 

minimum, especially in the current challenging economic climate and have worked hard 

to minimise unnecessary additional financial burdens on our residents.  We established a 

0% increase in the Town Council’s precept for the last year and are pleased to confirm 

that this has also been achieved 

for the forthcoming financial year 

2015/16. 
   
The Income & Expenditure 

accounts for the 2014/15 financial 

year are opposite. 
 

Grants to Local 
Organisations 
 

The Town Council continues to 

support local voluntary and 

charitable organisations across a 

wide range of activities through its 

small grants scheme.  The 

maximum payable is £500.  These 

organisations provide valuable 

services and support to local 

residents and help enhance the 

entire community of Telscombe 

Town.  
  

The Council has given the following grants during the 2014/15 financial year:-  
 

ACA Group £200;   Air Training Corps, 1218 Newhaven Squadron £100;   Air Ambulance 

£125;   Breast Cancer Support Group £300;   Havens Happy Club £50;   Meridian Mature 

Citizens Forum £50;   National Coastwatch £200;   Prostrate Cancer Support 

Organisation £200;   Peacehaven & Telscombe Stamp Club £25;   Rotary Club of 

Newhaven £200;   Seahaven Scoutex £50;   1st Telscombe Cliffs Guides £200;   

Peacehaven & Telscombe Housing Association £200;   Telscombe Cliffs School £500;   

Telscombe Parish Hall £250;   Telscombe Residents’ Association £100 and Telscombe 

Women’s Institute £150.     
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Telscombe Town Council maintains a community flock 

consisting of approximately 90 ewes.  This has a dual 

purpose, in that it allows for conservation grazing of the 

Tye to be undertaken which is an important part of the 

Council’s Higher Stewardship Agreement.  It also allows  

educational activities to be undertaken with the local 

school on topics such as lambing, lifecycle & farming.  

Every year the local children are taken to the farm to see 

lambing, goats and horses and learn about the workings of 

a farm.    

Telscombe Tye  is an important  environ- 

mental, historic and archaeological area 

of registered common land.  It is 

included in the South Downs National 

Park which will increase the profile of the 

area with visitors and tourists.  The Town 

Council is committed to working with the 

new SDNP Authority to maximise the 

amenity value of the area. The Town 

Council continues to undertake works to 

ensure the Tye is accessible and 

enjoyed by residents and visitors.  The 

local community group Friends of the 

Tye provide assistance in maintaining 

the Tye. 

The Town Council has five outside notice boards across  the  Town  and  in Telscombe 

Village.  These are used to advertise forthcoming Council meetings and community events.  

The Council also publishes a quarterly newsletter called The Town Crier which gives details 

of Council meetings, local news and events.  The Town Crier is distributed free to  properties  

within the Council’s area of  East Saltdean, Telscombe Cliffs and Telscombe Village.  The 

Council also keeps residents up-to-date via social media and its new easier to navigate 

website. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

We also provide financial support, along with other local Councils, to enable the 4 Towns 

Community Bus to operate in our area. The bus currently operates between 7.30 am & 5.30 

pm week days.  Residents use the bus for visits to the Post Office, Library, Doctors, Day 

Centres, Clubs,  friends and for shopping.  
 

CTLA also provide a cost effective service for Community Group hire and 10 groups are 

currently registered in Telscombe for this facility. CTLA Travel Club members enjoy regular 

trips out including to the Telscombe Mayor’s Bingo evenings. For further details telephone 

01273 517332. 

Both the Telscombe and Saltdean Residents’ Associations now meet monthly at the 
Telscombe Civic Centre with both groups having Councillor representation. 

We are pleased to provide financial support to the Citizens Advice Bureau who have a 
representative for the public to meet and give advice to at the Civic Centre once a month. 
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TELSCOMBE CIVIC CENTRE   
 

The Civic Centre provides a focus for 

the community and is the venue for 

Civic events and Councillor surgeries.  
 

Council and Committee meetings, with 

the exception of the Village Club 

Committee, are also held in the Civic 

Centre.   
 

The Council continues to invest in 

upgrading and renewing facilities at 

the Centre.   

 
 

Civic Centre Reception 
 

The Town Council operates a reception and enquiries point between 9.00am and 4.30pm 

Monday to Friday at the Civic Centre.  In addition to being able to book rooms for 

meetings and functions in the Civic Centre, enquiries staff will assist in answering queries 

and provide contact details in respect of services provided by the District and County 

Councils.  A notice board  and display stands are available for local groups to display 

details of their events and services in the reception area. 

 
 

Civic Centre Room Hire  
 

The Centre offers a wide range of modern, attractive, flexible yet affordable 

accommodation for hire.  It can provide an ideal room for a small meeting, exercise class, 

business meeting, training course or a large function such as an exhibition, wedding 

reception or party.  It also has a private patio area.  The Civic Centre has a well-equipped 

kitchen for self-catering events.  Reduced hire charges are available for local community 

groups.  Please contact the reception desk for booking information. 

 
 

 
 

 
 


