
 

 

Telscombe Town  comprising Telscombe Cliffs, East Saltdean and Telscombe Village 

TELSCOMBE TOWN CRIER 
Telscombe Town Council ’s newsletter 

Communicating with residents                                                                   

In This 
Issue 

 
• Tim Armour 

remembered 
 

• Resident’s 
poem 

 

• Free fire safety 
for carers 

 

• Telscombe 
Residents’ 
Assoc. news 

 

• Seahaven 
Responders 

 

• Neighbourhood 
Plan update 

 

• MP’s update 
 

• Covid 19 
updates 

 

• Green corner 
 

• Grants 
 

• Meetings dates 
 

• Councillor 
contact info 

 

• Are you 
registered to 
Vote 

 

• By Election 
Notice 

Council’s contact  
telephone number:- 

01273 589777 
 
 
 
See page 7 for  

email and website 
addresses 

Issue 75– Oct/Nov 2020 

VJ Day 75 Year 

Anniversary 
The Mayor, Cllr Isobel 
Sharkey, laid a wreath at a 
short service at the 
Peacehaven & Telscombe 
War memorial on Saturday 
15th August.  VJ (Victory over 
Japan) Day marks the day 
Japan surrendered in 1945, 
which in effect ended the 
Second World War. 
 

The service was organised by Johan Janse van Vuuren of the Royal British 
Legion.  Also in attendance were Cllr Job Harris, a member of the Royal 
British Legion, Cllr Christine Robinson and Cllr Claude Cheta, who is also a 
Councillor at Peacehaven Town Council as well as their Mayor. 

Merchant Navy Day Flag 

Raising 
On Thursday 3rd September we 
raised the Red Ensign in honour of 
the brave men and women who kept 
our 'island nation' afloat during both 
World Wars, and celebrated our 
dependence on modern day 
merchant seafarers.  They are 
responsible for 95% of the UK's 
imports, including half the food we 
eat, plenty of the fuel we burn and virtually all the products and goods we 
take for granted!  
 

The Ceremony was attended by Councillors and staff, as well as Mr & Mrs 
Bowman from Telscombe Residents’ Association and a local resident,  
followed by a socially distanced cup of tea in the Civic Centre. 

FareShare Food Baskets - Donating Surplus Food to the 
Homeless  FareShare are the UK’s largest charity fighting hunger and 
food waste.  They redistribute surplus food to charities, including homeless 
hostels, children’s breakfast clubs, lunch clubs for older people, domestic 
violence refuges and community cafés.   
 

There is a food collection basket in the foyer at the Civic Centre, which has 

been provided by FareShare, at no cost to the Council.   Please donate 

when you can - we are open from 1.15-4.15pm Monday to Friday.  Thanks 
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Tim Armour 
Remembered 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is with sadness that we 
learnt of the recent death of 
former Councillor and 
Deputy Mayor, Tim Armour.  
He passed away on 2nd 
September following a short 
illness.    
 

Tim was first elected in 
2007 and served three 
terms of office as a 
Councillor, with his final 
year as Deputy Mayor in 
2018-19.  He was Chairman 
of the Telscombe Village 
Club Committee from 2011-
2015, and  also sat on all 
the Council’s committees, 
sometimes turning up in his 
wellies with mud on them 
from his farming duties. 
 

He regularly volunteered at 
Council events, including 
our monthly bingo evenings 
and our Summer Fayres, 
where he could be seen 
shearing sheep and you 
could also guess the weight 
of the sheep, the proceeds 
of which Tim donated to the 
Mayor’s fund. 
 

Current Councillors paid 
tribute to Tim at a recent 
Council meeting and the 
contribution he made to the 
Council.  
 

He was a farmer in 
Telscombe Village for many 
years and will be sadly 
missed. 

Resident’s poem about 
Chatsworth Park 

 

Just beyond the cliffs like snow 
There’s a magic place I know 

A beautiful place where I love to be 
A place that is almost like heaven to me 

 
A place where animals love to play 
Run and sing, throughout the day 

Where wild flowers feel as if at home 
Where smiling people love to roam 

 
Where dreamy pathways wind their way 

Through the dreams of every day 
Where trees of every shape and size 

Find their way to friendly skies 
 

A place that greets the morning sun 
Where colours all blend as one 

Where birds sing their morning song 
Where joy will last as day is long 

 
And with every step I take 

Beats my heart without a break 
My eyes so full of love and joy 

With smiles for every girl and boy 
 

There is a place that I know  
Where only  happiness wants to grow 

And there to be in its hold 
Even when in winter’s cold 

 
There is a place where I’ve been 
A place that lives as if a dream 
A place that will be ours forever 

Something we can share together 
 

So thank you for this special place 
That brings a smile to every face 
Which even in the deepest dark 

Will find a light in Chatsworth Park 
 

 

© Des Cox 2020 

Resident’s  
article re  

Chatsworth Park 
 

Des Cox, who wrote the 
lovely poem about 
Chatsworth Park, is a 
TV producer and 
musician. He 
specialises in producing 
video documentaries 
and releases music 
records on the global 
independent distribu-
tion, with a recent 
release (My Internet 
Lover) reaching number 
one in Europe and in 
the World. 
 

Des wrote to us to 
express his gratitude to 
us for creating and 
maintaining Chatsworth 
Park.  He described it 
as a “paradise in our 
midst, and one where 
nature has been 
blessed with the perfect 
opportunity for all types 
of trees to grow 
unhindered, along with 
wild flowers and other 
plants (many of them 
rare) and a multitude of 
wild animals and 
insects” 
 

Des has been filming 
life in the park for a TV 
documentary over the 
past two years, showing 
what a “wonderful and 
totally unspoilt paradise 
it is” and we will let you 
know when and where 
you can watch it as 
soon as we know. 
 

Des is planning to put 
the poem to music and 
record it in a popular 
folk style and we very 
much look forward to 
hearing it being 
performed! 
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Telscombe Residents’ Association News 
Did you know?  

➢ That Telscombe Cliffs has its very own dewpond, perched at the top of 

Telscombe Tye. No one knows when it was created. Bronze Age people were on 

the Tye, so could they have created it, as water for themselves and their animals, because there 

are no wells or springs (that we are aware of!)  

➢ In Medieval times people were scared of dewponds. They thought they were “magic” as they 

couldn’t work out where the water kept coming from. Can you guess? The clue is in the title!  

➢ Dewponds are created by digging a large hole and stamping down the base until it is solid, so 

that water will not seep out. The only trouble is that animals all have size 9 hooves, and they 

splash about a bit, which eventually breaks up the base!  

➢ Our dewpond was refurbished in 2012 (thanks in part to ‘The 

Friends of Telscombe Tye’) and fenced in to stop the sheep causing 

damage, which is somewhat a pity.  

➢ However, a little bird tells me that fish and frogs have been spotted 

in our dewpond, so perhaps it has ‘sprung’ to a new life!  

Enjoy!  
Pat the Hat – Chair, Telscombe Residents Association  

Citizens Advice  You can obtain advice by contacting Adviceline on 0800 144 88 48 or  

at  www.citizensadvice.org.uk  

Free Fire Safety for Carers 
Do you care for a loved one, a family member who has lost their 

independence through illness, disability or age? 
Would you know what to do in the event of a fire, would your loved one 

respond or be able to respond to a fire or fire alarm?  A third of people that 
die in fires every year are looked after by a carer, whether that is a family 

member, friend or a professional carer.  We believe that by working 
together , we can reduce fire deaths and injuries of vulnerable people. 

Richard Broady from the carers training team stated “It is important that 

carers think about and observe the fire dangers within the home, so that in 
the event on an emergency all occupants can escape or remain safe.” 

ESF&RS are offering a free online course giving fire safety advice and 
safety tips for the home to make your loved one safer.  The course lasts for one hour and will offer 

advice on general fire safety, bed time routines and escape plans.  Email carers@esfrs.org or call 
01323 462333. 

Correction  In our last issue number 74, there was an article on the sad death of Maurice Abrams.  One 

sentence read:- ‘Mick was born on 11th October 1921 and fought in the Second World war, including on 
Gold Beach on D-Day at 17 years old.’  However, it should have read ‘Mick was born on 11th October 1921 
and at 17 years old fought in the Second World war, including on Gold Beach on D-Day.’   We apologise for 
any confusion this has caused. 

New Website Launched 
We are pleased to advise that we have now had a new website developed.  It is easier to navigate 

and designed to be accessible.  We will keep it updated with news, Council information such as 

meeting minutes and agendas and contact details for the office and Councillors. 

Take a look at:- 

www.telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 

http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
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Seahaven Responders 
 

In the UK there are approximately 60,000 cases of suspected cardiac arrest each 

year; less than 10% of these patients makes a full recovery. Early initiation of 

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) increases the chances of survival 

significantly; defibrillation within 5 minutes of collapse can produce survival rates 

of over 50%. Each minute of delay to defibrillation reduces the probability of survival by 10%. 
 

Seahaven Responders are a team of local volunteers who work alongside South East Coast 

Ambulance Service (SECAmb) responding to 999 calls. Team members respond in their spare 

time and are despatched by the SECAmb control centre at the same time as an ambulance 

providing a more prompt response in an emergency situation. Yearly the team volunteers over 

2000 hours and responds to over 600 emergencies.  
 

SECAmb provides comprehensive training to all responders but 

funds for equipment, uniform and the team vehicle have to be 

raised through local fundraising initiatives. It costs approximately 

£3000 to equip each team member; including a defibrillator, 

medical equipment, vehicle signs and uniform. 
 

To become a community first responder you must be able to 

volunteer for 20 hours each month, attend regular training 

sessions, have your own vehicle, pass a security check and 

complete a 5-day training course. Additionally you will be expected to assist with public education 

and fundraising events. To find out more about Seahaven Responders, please contact the team 

at info@seahavenresponders.org. If you wish to join Seahaven Responders you will need to 

apply through the NHS recruitment page at https://www.jobs.nhs.uk/ 

Peacehaven & Telscombe Neighbourhood Plan  
The   Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group is working on 
a number of projects with AECOM who are the Government appointed 
support for NDP’s:- 
 
 

• The future of the Meridian Centre and the retail offer which will 
include a new concept Co-op Store. The existing store will 
continue to trade until the new one is built. 

• New walkways and cycle paths throughout the plan to enable us all to avoid the congested 
A259 are a high priority. 

• Policies are needed to ensure that future developments are of the style and design in 
keeping with the place and landscapes of Telscombe and Peacehaven Towns, 

 

Nancy Astley of the Steering Group said, “Well-designed buildings where we live, work and play 
can make us feel safe and secure or give us a sense of excitement or delight. They can affect 
our well-being and give us a sense of inclusion and community.”  
 

“A good design involves careful attention to materials, the palette of colours, how well the design 
fits in with the surrounding landscape and how well buildings and places can be accessed and 
used. If you would like to share a good example with us to help inform our work, then please 
send us a photo."  

Share your pictures of well-designed buildings in Peacehaven, Telscombe and East Saltdean  
We are looking for examples of well-designed buildings in the area to help inform future 
developments such as the new town centre on the Meridian site. Please help us by sending 
examples of good design  upload photos to the Group’s Facebook or Twitter or 
email ptsteergroup@yahoo.com.  
 

Website : peacehaven-and-telscombe–neighbourhood-plan-steering-group.co.uk 
 

Cathy Gallagher,  Chair of Steering Group  

mailto:info@seahavenresponders.org
https://www.jobs.nhs.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/tpnparea/
mailto:ptsteergroup@yahoo.com
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Solar Panel Readings at the Civic Centre: 

CO2 saved:- 60,990 Kg       Total Energy Generated:-  107,001 Kwh    

Readings at date copy goes to press 

MP’s Update     
 

I was disgusted at the act of public vandalism by the Interim Board of Governors at 
Peacehaven Heights School when they filled in the school’s swimming pool. Many 
residents of Peacehaven and Telscombe will have learnt to swim in that pool and it 
leaves our community without any similar facility for future generations.  
 

It has been claimed that the pool had become too expensive to maintain but no figures 
have been released to substantiate that claim, further I have not been told if a temporarily 
draining of the pool was considered rather than the permanent act of filling it in. 
 

It’s been reported residents had, over the years, raised more than £100,000 for the operation of 
the pool. This was a community asset and should not have been destroyed without a proper 
consultation.   
 

I have urgently written to the Interim Board of Governors asking for answers to these and other 
questions. It is simply not good enough for there to be no accountability over these decisions and 
I am calling for East Sussex County Council to step in and take over the management of the 
school. 
 

Lloyd Russell-Moyle MP 

People who have had coronavirus are urgently 
needed to donate plasma now, ahead of any 
second wave. 
 

Plasma from people who have recovered from 
COVID-19 may save the lives of people who are 
still ill.  
 

If you have recovered from coronavirus, please 
consider volunteering.  
 

You can find further information on www.nhs.uk 

Protect your loved ones 

Download the app     
 

The new NHS COVID-19 app, now 
available to download for free in England 

and Wales, is the fastest way to see if 
you're at risk from coronavirus. The faster 
you know, the quicker you can alert and 
protect your loved ones and community. 

 

The app has a number of tools to protect 
you, including contact tracing, local area 
alerts and venue check-in. It uses proven 

technology from Apple and Google, 
designed to protect every user’s privacy. 

 

Scan the QR code with your phone that is displayed on a posters  as you enter businesses/
premises - see example above left.   You can then be easily and automatically contacted if a 
nearby positive case is confirmed.  
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Green Corner 
 
 

Litter Picks in Chatsworth Park  
 

Thank you to the Councillors, staff and volunteers who gave up another Sunday 
morning to help keep Chatsworth Park litter free - this time we managed to collect 
eleven bags of rubbish, a saw and a car tyre!  Please remember to take your litter 
home with you, so that we can all enjoy the park safely. 
 

 

TTC Adopted Single Use Plastics Policy 
 

On 16th September the Council adopted a Single Use Plastics Policy and will work towards 
minimising the use of single-use plastics across its own facilities, services and by all staff and 
work pro-actively with partners to find positive solutions for reducing unnecessary waste plastics 
across the town.  
 

There are very many everyday items which contain plastic, which you might not be aware of - for 
instance tea bags, paper cups, fleece clothing, cigarette butts, glitter and disposable wipes of all 
kinds.  
 

Recycling Plastics as Yarn (Plarn) 
 

Our Mayor, Cllr Sharkey, has recently been saving plastic to use for knitting and 
has shared her experience here, using six large plastic envelopes: 
Step 1 - Cut the plastic bag/envelope into strips about an inch wide.  
Step 2 - Cut a small slit at the end of each strip, thread the next strip though and 
pull (not too tightly or it might tear.)  Roll into a ball.  
Step 3 - Knit 5 squares - For this box I cast on 14 stitches and knitted 18 rows of 
garter stitch.  It's best to use quite large gauge needles; these are 10 mm.  
Step 4 - Sew the squares together to form a box.  I used embroidery thread for 
this as I already had it in my supplies.  
If you can crochet, then there are many more things you can create; Pinterest is a 
great source of ideas.  
 

The Importance of Green Spaces 
 

Throughout the continuing Covid19 pandemic we are all being urged to get outside and use our 
public greenspaces to socialise and exercise to protect our mental and physical wellbeing.  Since 
March we have had hot, dry weather and the effects of climate change on the natural 
environment has been evident.  Chatsworth Park, The Copse, Telscombe Tye and the cliff top 
have all been areas where many more people and their dogs have been out walking. 
 
Telscombe Town Council and Lewes DC have a duty to maintain these green spaces. We are 
currently gathering evidence and have started consulting with residents to enable Management 
Plans to be written, agreed and actioned . If you would like to be involved you can do so through 
the Town Council website, social media, letter or phone  and through Facebook pages: 
Telscombe Town Tree Wardens, Friends of Chatsworth Park and Friends of Telscombe Tye. 

Grants 
The Council is committed to promote Telscombe Town as a vibrant, active and sustainable 
community and to contribute to the development of projects and services that benefit the 
community.  Every financial year in September and January we award grants of up to £500 to 
local groups or charities.   
 

If you are a local voluntary/community group or registered charity who would like to be 
considered for a grant at our final meeting for this financial year in January 2021, please ensure 
your completed form is with us by 4pm on Wednesday 23rd December 2020.  
 

You can download a form from our website under Transparency/Grants on the top toolbar or we 
can send you one –  call us on 01273 589777 or email enquiries@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Step 1 



 

 

Contact Us - The Civic Centre Reception is now open Monday to Friday between 1:15 and 

4:15pm, and the Council offices remain open with reduced staffing levels from Monday to Friday 

9am - 4.30pm, excluding bank holidays. 

  If we cannot answer the phone (01273 589777) please leave a message or alternatively email 

us at enquiries@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  and we will respond as soon as we are able.     

Check out our website for updated information  www.telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 

       You can also write to us at:- Telscombe Town Council, Telscombe Civic Centre, 360 South 
Coast Road, Telscombe Cliffs, East Sussex, BN10 7ES.    

 

Town Clerk & RFO:  Stella Newman, PSLCC    Email - stella.newman@telscombetowncouncil.org.uk (full-time) 

Amenities Officer : Bianca Buss  Email - amenities@telscombetowncouncil.org.uk (Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri) 

Senior Admin Assistant : Karen Shaddick  Email - reception@ telscombetowncouncil.org.uk (9am-1pm)

Admin Assistant : Diana Joel  Email - admin@telscombetowncouncil.org.uk (1-4.30pm) 

Telscombe Town Council     
Meeting Dates - Nov to December 2020 
Planning & Highways Monday 2nd November 

Policy & Resources Monday 9th November 

Council Wednesday 18th November 

Planning & Highways Monday 23rd November 

Amenities & Civic Centre Monday 30th November 

Planning & Highways Monday 14th December 

Council Wednesday 16th December 
 

 
A full list of dates is available on our website, along with a 
copy of agendas www.telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Meetings are currently being held remotely via the Zoom 
platform and members of the public are welcome to join. 

 

• There is a maximum of 15 minute public 
question time at the beginning of each 
meeting with questions relevant to that 
Committee.  

 

• Meetings start at 7.30pm unless 
otherwise stated. 

 

• Agendas are displayed on Council notice 
boards and the website.   

 

• Dates are subject to change - please 
phone the Civic Centre on 01273 589777 
to ensure the meeting is being held or 
check the website. 

 

• The Council, members of the public and 
press may record/film/photograph or 
broadcast meetings when the public and 

press are not lawfully excluded. 

Contact a Councillor 
+ also County Councillor 

Councillors—East Saltdean Ward:- 
Cathy Gallagher       
cllr.cathygallagher@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  

David Judd               
cllr.davidjudd@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  

Laurence O’Connor  
cllr.laurenceoconnor@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  

Brian Page                
cllr.brianpage@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  

Christine Robinson    
cllr.christinerobinson@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  

Councillors—Telscombe Cliffs Ward:- 
Daryll Brindley     
cllr.daryllbrindley@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  

Claude Cheta      
cllr.claudecheta@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  

Ciarron Clarkson 
cllr.ciarronclarkson@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  

Job Harris            
cllr.jobharris@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk     

Lyn Mills             
cllr.lynmills@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  

Isobel Sharkey     
cllr.isobelsharkey@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk  

Andy Smith+       
cllr.andysmith@telscombetowncouncil.gov.uk                                              
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Committee Chairmen & Vice Chairmen:- 
Policy & Resources - Chairman Cllr Ciarron Clarkson and Vice Chairman Cllr Brian Page 
Amenities/Civic Centre - Chairman Cllr Cathy Gallagher and Vice Chairman Cllr Lyn Mills 
Planning & Highways - Chairman Cllr Job Harris and Vice Chairman Cllr Christine Robinson 

For info - there is a defibrillator situated by the entrance to the Civic Centre 

Printed by Sussex Print Services of Seaford 

District Councillors  Lewes District Councillors covering the Telscombe Cliffs and East Saltdean 

ward are Ron Maskell, Laurence O’Connor  and Christine Robinson.   

A vacancy exists in 
Telscombe Ward 



 

                                                                                                                                                                              

Advertising Disclaimer  
 

Telscombe Council does not represent or endorse the accuracy or reliability 

of any of the adverts displayed in this newsletter, nor the quality of any 

products or services, or other materials purchased or obtained by any 

consumer as a result of an advert or offer in connection with the products, 

services or information advertised in this newsletter.  By reading and/or 

acting upon the adverts contained within this newsletter, you acknowledge 

that Telscombe TC shall not be responsible for any errors or omissions 

contained within any advert, reserves the right to alter and regulate content 

without notice and will not be liable for any loss occasioned by any such 

advertising content. 
 

If you would like to place an ad or have any queries regarding advertising, 

please email the editor:- stella.newman@telscombetowncouncil.org.uk  

Ad prices are as follows:   Approx size 6cm h x 9cm w £40 per issue 

Approx size 9cm h x 9cm w £60 per issue       

Approx size 12cm h x 9 cm w £80 per issue  

INDIAN RESTAURANT AND TAKEAWAY 

Opening Hours:- 
Sun-Thur: 12-2pm,  5.30-11pm 
Fri-Sat: 12-2pm, 5.30-11.30pm 

Future Events Our events are currently on hold so please keep an eye on our website  and 

Facebook page for updates and in the next issue of the Town Crier Newsletter. 

By Election Notice 
Notice is hereby given that an election has been called to fill the casual vacancy caused by the 

resignation of Gloria Hill in the Office of Councillor for the Town Council. 
 

In accordance with Regulation 6 of The Local Government and Police and Crime Commissioner 

(Coronavirus) (Postponement of Elections and Referendums) (England and Wales) Regulations 

2020, the election will be held on the ordinary day of election in 2021. 
 

This means that the by-election for the Telscombe Town Council will be held on Thursday 6 May 

2021. 
 

The Government has indicated that the situation will be kept under review and if it is safe to do 

so, further legislation will be laid that will permit by-elections and referendums sooner than 6 May 

2021. 
 

Ian Fitzpatrick,  Returning Officer, Electoral Services - Lewes District Council 

Are You Registered to Vote? 
You will receive a canvass letter every year, even if you are already registered to 
vote. The annual canvass ensures that Lewes District Council keeps the electoral 
register updated, identifying any residents who are not registered, so that they 
can be encouraged to do so. You have to be registered to vote in future elections. 
 

If you are not registered, you can do so by going to:-  

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 


