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Introduction / Policy Background 

 

The Current Picture 

 
Lewes District Council (LDC) declared a climate emergency in July 2019 and has 

launched a climate change and sustainability strategy to ensure that the council is 

net zero carbon and fully climate resilient by 2030 (Lewes District Council 

Neighbourhood Plan, 2019).  The strategy follows 18 months of auditing LDC and 

the wider district’s carbon footprint. There have been extensive consultations with 

individuals and organizations across East Sussex through a series of sustainability 

panels involving experts in the field and Climate Action Forum. The analysis shows 

that ‘buildings and transport are the largest sources of emissions within the districts, 

as well as an ecological emergency that needs to be addressed’ (Lewes District 

Council Neighbourhood Plan, 2019). This will require the Peacehaven and 

Telscombe Neighbourhood Plan to consider nature-based solutions and use of land 

in the context of climate awareness. Whilst there are many challenges ahead, there 

are equally many opportunities for the council to consider in order to facilitate 

positive change and set climate change standards within the area. The most 

important way to bring about change is to inject policies that help address the climate 

change issues and focus on the future of the local community.  

 

Planning Policy Context  
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Fig 1: Designated 

Neighborhood Area, 

South Downs 

National Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Peacehaven and Telscombe designated neighbourhood area lies within LDC 

and the SDNPA as indicted in blue on the map. Due to this unique geographic layout 

both LDC and South Downs National Park SDNP local plans and policies should be 

considered within the Peacehaven and Telscombe Neighbourhood Plan, as well as 

adhering to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The NPPF states that 

“the planning system should support the transition to a low carbon future in a 

changing climate” (NPPF, 2019 p.148).  

 

Policy Considerations 

 
The Lewes Neighbourhood Plan was adopted in April 2019, the plan addresses 

climate change through various policies such as LE2 – Biodiversity, PL3 - Flood 

Resilience, PL4 - Renewable Energy, AM1 - Active Travel Network, AM2 - Public 

Transport Strategy, SS3 - Protection and Enhancement of Green Spaces these 

policies can be used as an example and tool of policy strategy and implementation. 

The SDNP Local Plan was adopted in July 2019 and has two strategic and two 

development management policies linked to the subject of climate change. These 

policies are SD48: Climate Change and Sustainable Use of Resources, SD49: Flood 

Risk Management, SD50: Sustainable Drainage Systems and SD51: Renewable 

Energy.  
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Coastal Erosion and Flooding 

 

Introduction / Visual Survey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Left, image of the Site of 
Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) area of the 
Peacehaven coastline, 
showing the erosion off the 
cliff face. This area includes 
rare species of fauna and 
flora, as well as other 
important geological and 
physiological features. 
Left, to the East of Brighton 
lies the chalk coastline, which 
has been worn back by the 
sea to form the jagged vertical 
cliffs. Indeed, further along the 
South Coast at Birling Gap 
there was a recorded average 
recession of 91cm (3 feet) per 
year between 1873 and 1961. 
Similar effects can be seen in 
the images, above 

Above, image of the Peacehaven coastline, showing SSSI Impact Risk Zone area 
containing residential development. Plant extinctions in areas like these are 
occurring at an alarming rate never seen before in geological history. Around 
15,000 medicinal plants are currently under threat, including over 50% of cycads, 
the oldest plants on earth. Plants are the primary producers that sustain all other 
life forms and also help to regulate air and water quality. 
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Current Coastal Erosion Planning Context 

 
Due to the town’s setting within the SDNP, the recent cliff erosion has taken place in 

an area which has sensitivities for the historic environment, including nationally 

designated listed buildings, scheduled monuments, and the Telscombe Conservation 

Area. Perhaps more significantly, cliff erosion is now occurring in locations with 

sensitivity for biodiversity, including the Brighton to Newhaven Cliffs Site of SSSI and 

the Beachy Head West Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ). 

 

Flooding Planning Context 

 
The Lewes Core Strategy: Local Plan Part 1, Spatial Policy 1 states: ‘Provision of 

housing and employment land’ determines the quantity of housing development 

across Lewes District over the Plan period. It also states that, “in the period between 

2010 and 2030, a minimum of 6,900 net additional dwellings will be provided in the 

plan area”. This is the equivalent of approximately 345 net additional dwellings per 

annum.  

 

Opportunity for Change 
 
The opportunities for change include a greater focus on climate change related 

issues on already existing Council decision making structures, such as the Leisure, 

Amenities and Environment Committee on Peacehaven Town Council. By working 

with community organisations, such as Peacehaven Football Club and local schools, 

this could build a more nuanced understanding of cliff erosion and flooding issues in 

Peacehaven and Telscombe amongst the general public.  

 

The Low Carbon Trust and local organisations such as the Rampion Wind Farm and 

Peacehaven and District Chamber of Commerce could also be consulted in order to 

refine local public messaging on climate change. Lastly, through the work of the 

Town Councils, there could be the establishment of a local annual Eco Energy Fair 

to promote greater use of green energy and local houses with eco-friendly 

credentials, such as solar panels and heat pumps, which can be showcased in a 

local Eco Open Houses Exhibition. 
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Impacts on Biodiversity and Habitats 

 

Introduction  

 

The biodiversity and habitats around Peacehaven and Telscombe are of high 

ecological value and are at risk due to the impacts of climate change. The area has 

been designated as a Plantlife Important Plant Area as well as being a designated 

Site of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI) (MagicMaps, 2021).  The area mainly 

consists of lowland calcareous grassland, a vital habitat for some of the rarest plant 

species such as the Spider Orchid, as well as being vital to bees, grasshoppers and 

butterflies, including the rare Adonis Blue (English Nature, 2017). UNESCO (2021) 

have also designated the site as a Biosphere Reserve, with the purpose of protecting 

and enhancing the biodiversity of the area due to its high ecological value. 

Unfortunately, lowland calcareous grassland is particularly susceptible to drought 

and high temperatures, both features of climate change (Carey, 2015). Walkers are 

also very common along the cliff tops and the dry soil becomes more barren as it is 

being trodden and eroded away at busy times. Plants and insects cannot thrive if the 

top soil is not of the usual high quality, and climate change is impacting this 

negatively. The SDNPA has deemed the area a Natural Capital Investment Area. 

They have identified this area at risk of the likely need to adapt to flood risk and 

coastal change resulting from rising global temperatures, increased rainfall and 

storm events (SDNPA, 2020). 

 

Benefits of Preserving and Creating Habitats to Limit Impacts of Climate 

Change 

 

The benefits of maintaining abundant habitats full of biodiversity is incredibly 

valuable. Not only are nature based solutions the most cost effective method of 

mitigating the impacts of climate change, but they are also known to be the most 

effective (SDNPA, 2020). Increasing the connectivity of habitats and populations 

through green infrastructure such as green corridors, green walls and protective 

designations, has been proven to be key to species resilience to rapid changes due 

to climate change (SDNPA, 2020). Conserving land can mitigate the impacts of 
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climate change in multiple ways. One way in which it does this is carbon 

sequestration. Healthy plants and grasslands absorb carbon in the atmosphere 

during the photosynthesis process, removing the carbon, a greenhouse gas that 

contributes to global warming, from the atmosphere. By conserving land, it also 

prevents significant greenhouse gas emissions that would result from development 

so this is equally beneficial. Protecting the land can also make the community more 

resilient to the impacts of climate change. Access to nature has significant health 

benefits for communities and can also provide a source of income from tourism if the 

area is deemed an attraction for visitors. It can also provide a buffer zone for storm 

surges and makes people less at risk to the cliff receding. All of these benefits, 

topped with an increase in biodiversity, are low cost and low tech methods of 

mitigating the impacts of climate change for the community (The Conservation 

Foundation, 2021). 

 

Current Initiatives 

 

The SDNP has created the People and Nature Network (PANN) which has identified 

12 sites for long term investment in green infrastructure which ties in with the 

Governments 25 year Environment Plan, with which one of the goals is to adapt to 

climate change. Peacehaven and Telscombe cliffs has been designated as one of 

these sites. The overarching goal of this initiative is to encourage local authorities to 

include green infrastructure policies into their local plan. In terms of this particular 

area, it has been recommended to encourage clothing buildings with living green 

walls and roofs to sustain wildlife as well as capture storm water from storm surges, 

with the benefit of insulating the building. Urban greening is also encouraged to 

prevent the heat island effect of having a lot of concrete space, as Peacehaven and 

Telscombe do. Protection of the cliff also protects the community from storm surges 

expected to increase from climate change (Brighton & Hove and Lewes Biosphere 

Partnership, 2014). 
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Green Energy and Green Infrastructure 

 

Introduction  

 
Within the NPPF there are two key messages that are relevant to green energy and 

green infrastructure policies. Firstly, is to “encourage the reuse of existing resources, 

including the conversion of existing buildings [and materials]; and support renewable 

and low carbon energy and associated infrastructure” (Ministry of Housing, 

Communities and Local Government (February, 2019) pg. 44). Therefore, 

encouraging new developments and regeneration projects to use resources that are 

less impactful upon climate change. The second provision is to “support community-

led initiatives for renewable and low carbon energy” (Ministry of Housing, 

Communities and Local Government (February, 2019) pg. 45), encouraging the local 

community to get involved in climate change initiatives.  

 

Green Infrastructure 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan will also need to consider local policies, for example the 

Green Infrastructure Key Strategic Objectives of the LDC Core Policy. The aim of 

these strategic objectives is to “work with other agencies to upgrade infrastructure … 

to create and support sustainable communities”, therefore ensuring infrastructure 

improvements are environmentally friendly and making the town more sustainable. 

This is also supported by SDNPA’s principle for Green Infrastructure Planning to 

“make strong connections” (South Downs National Park Authority (March, 2016) pg. 

17) therefore ensuring that green infrastructure supports a sustainable and healthy 

community. 

 

The town currently has some great examples of green infrastructure, these are; the 

Centenary Park, the Peacehaven Community Garden and Chatsworth Park. These 

areas benefit the wellbeing of the local community and wildlife, as well as educating 

the public on the wildlife within the parks. By sustainably maintaining and enhancing 

these areas the wildlife will continue to thrive and therefore prolong the enjoyment of 

these amenity areas. 
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Figure 2, Peacehaven Cycle Hub (May, 2021) Centeray Park, Peacehaven. 

 

 
 
 
 

Green Energy  

 

Peacehaven and Telscombe undertook a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

(SEA) in 2021 to assess how the Town Council could address the “potential 

alternatives in terms of key environmental concerns” (AECOM Limited (February, 

2021) pg. 3). This assessment concluded that the Town Council needs to reduce its 

contribution to climate change from “activities within the Neighbourhood Plan” (ibid, 

pg. 23). Two key areas that the assessment suggested the Town Council explore are 

how they could “generate energy from low to zero carbon sources” and “reduce 

energy consumption from non-renewable resources” (ibid). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3, Hastings & St Leonards 
Observer (March, 2019) Solar Panels 
installed on roof of Hastings College 
Campus 
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Some residential and public buildings currently have solar panels installed, as seen 

in appendix 5. However, these are a rare occurrence within the town, this can be 

remediated by enlightening the residents of both the environmental and potential 

financial benefits of investing in renewable energy. Furthermore, by implementing a 

policy to install solar panels on more council owned properties, as successfully done 

by Hastings Borough Council shown in figure 3, the Town Council could also benefit 

by such an initiative.  

Battery Storage and Achieving Net Zero Carbon 
 

Why Battery Storage? 

Within the UK, National Grid (NG) are responsible for balancing the generation and 

demand within the electricity system.  This balancing act becomes more complex 

with electricity generation shifting to intermittent sources of energy, such as solar, 

which are less predictable than energy generation from power stations.   

 

A battery storage site (BSS) within Peacehaven and Telscombe Neighbourhood Plan 

Area (PTNPA) could provide NG with an ‘ancillary service’ helping control the quality 

or ‘frequency’ of electricity transmitted, supporting the move towards a low-carbon 

Figure 4 - UK electricity supply. Source: cibsejournal.com/general/staying-power-demand-response-

market 
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future at local and national levels, enabling NG to reduce costs to consumers and 

generate an income for the PTNPA. 

 

 

Potential Benefits for the Local Area 

 

A BSS could enable the large-scale deployment of EV charging facilities; a key driver 

in improving air quality (which although as a theme has been scoped out of the SEA 

process), undoubtedly remains a priority to residents.  In addition, a BSS helps meet 

carbon reduction targets and the Government’s target of phasing out the sale of new 

petrol and diesel vehicles by 2030 (Department for Transport, 2020). 

 

There is only one 50kW rapid charging point within the PTNPA (AECOM Limited, 

2021) and although the range of EV’s is improving, ‘range anxiety’ – or the fear that 

a car will run out of battery power remains a significant barrier in the uptake of EVs 

(Reiner et al, 2020). A rapid and significant increase in EV charging facilities is 

required to enable greater adoption of EV technology. 

 

 

Figure 5, Above, Example Battery Energy Storage System in Taunton – Source: 

www.smartcitiesworld.net/ 
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A PTNPA BSS could enable MW’s of power to be available for EV charging 

infrastructure, allowing numerous ultra-rapid chargers, which charge in minutes not 

hours (Figure 7) and an almost unlimited number of ‘destination chargers’ in the 

surrounding area (redeveloped Meridian Centre).  

 

 

 

Figure 6 - EV Charging Points – Source: https://driivz.com 

Figure 7 - EV Charging Stations and Speeds – Source: insideevs.com 
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A BSS can also operate in energy trading mode, with batteries charging or 

discharging in response to price signals in the electricity trading markets.  The 

batteries charge up with abundant (cheaper) renewable electricity and discharge 

later at higher prices.  BSS revenue could facilitate wider community energy projects, 

whether wholly owned and/or controlled by the community or through partnership 

with commercial or public sector partners. 

 

Battery Storage Location Options 

The likely key requirements of a BSS are identified in Table 1 below: 

Table 1: Likely Key Requirements of a BSS 

Requirement Reason 

Land in Town/District Council 

ownership* 

Allow rent to be charged for the use of 

the BSS 

A site size of approximately 0.5ha To accommodate the batteries, ancillary 

equipment and means of access for a 

capacity of 50MW which would facilitate 

local EV charging infrastructure 

Be in close proximity to a substation** Increase efficiency and reduce costs so 

that connecting with National Grid is not 

prohibitively expensive 

Not overly isolated location  To allow battery storage to form part of 

wider community energy projects (e.g. 

EV charging) 

Be outside an area at risk of flooding*** High sensitivity to water 

Avoid areas of statutory protection and 

ecological importance 

To not unreasonably harm local 

Biodiversity and Habitats  

Be near to the primary highway route 

network 

To enable batteries to be delivered to 

site without the need for special 

Other EV applications include: 

 

• Local authority or bus company vehicle fleets - including hopper busses 

• Commercial fleets - including distribution and delivery companies. 
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arrangements or highway improvements 

Be available for development To allow the battery site to be 

implemented 

Comprise a reasonably level site To limit the need for earthworks and the 

associated ecological and financial 

impacts 

 

Using these Key requirements potential locations within the PTLPA were considered 

– see Table 2 below. 

Table 2: Potential BSS locations 

Location 1 33kV Substation on the corner of 

Arundel Road West and Lincoln Avenue 

Location Map – see figure 8 

Requirement Suitability 

Land in Town/District Council 

ownership* 

Unknown 

A site size of approximately 0.5ha Limited useable land available for a 

battery storage site 

Be in close proximity to a substation* Good connection potential - Extra High 

Voltage 33kV (kilovolt) substation 

Not overly isolated location  Urban area – potential to form part of 

wider community energy projects 

Be outside an area at risk of flooding Not in Flood Zone 2 or 3 

Avoid areas of statutory protection and 

ecological importance 

Urban area – potentially limited harm to 

local Biodiversity and Habitats  

Be near to the primary highway route 

network 

Good access 

Be available for development Unknown 

Comprise a reasonably level site Site is flat 

Location 2 33kV connection on land to north east 

*   Land ownership information was not available at the time of producing this report 

**  See Appendix 1 for Substation Locations in the PTNPA 

*** See Appendix 2 for Flood Map for Planning 
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of the water treatment works 

Location Map – see figure 9 

Requirement Suitability 

Land in Town/District Council 

ownership* 

Unknown 

A site size of approximately 0.5ha Sufficient Land available 

Be in close proximity to a substation* Good connection potential - 33kV pole 

or tower 

Not overly isolated location  Rural location – limited potential to form 

part of wider community energy projects 

Be outside an area at risk of flooding Not in Flood Zone 2 or 3 

Avoid areas of statutory protection and 

ecological importance 

Countryside location – outside SDNP 

but potentially harmful to local 

Biodiversity and Habitats  

Be near to the primary highway route 

network 

Limited access 

Be available for development Unknown 

Comprise a reasonably level site Site is on a slope 

Location 3 Land allocated by Policy PT6 of the 

Local Plan 2003 

Location Map – see figure 10 

Requirement Suitability 

Land in Town/District Council 

ownership* 

Unknown 

A site size of approximately 0.5ha The site has an area of 0.56ha, has 

temporary permission (Planning Ref 

LW/16/0387) for use as open storage. 

Be in close proximity to a substation* Good connection potential – Close to a 

High Voltage substation 

Not overly isolated location  Urban area – potential to form part of 

wider community energy projects 

Be outside an area at risk of flooding Not in Flood Zone 2 or 3 

Avoid areas of statutory protection and Urban area – limited harm to local 
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ecological importance Biodiversity and Habitats  

Be near to the primary highway route 

network 

Industrial estate - Good access 

Be available for development Yes - the land allocated by Policy PT6 

of the Local Plan 2003 for employment 

purposes at Hoyle Road 

Comprise a reasonably level site Site is flat – already used for open 

storage. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8 - 33kV Substation on the corner of Arundel Road West and Lincoln Avenue. Source: UK 

Power Networks/Google Maps – Site has good connection potential but limited land availability. 

33kV substation on the 
corner of Arundel Road 
West and Lincoln Avenue. 
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Using Table 2 a recommended BSS location in the PTNPA is Allocation PT6 of the 

LD Local Plan 2003 in Hoyle Road.  The site has an area of 0.56ha, temporary 

permission (Planning Ref LW/16/0387) for use as open storage and is close to a 

Figure 9 - 33kV connection on land to north east of the water treatment works. Source: UK Power 

Networks/Google Maps.  Site has good connection potential, but remoteness could prevent a battery 

storage site forming part of a wider community energy project. 

Figure 10 - 11kV substation at Meridian Industrial Park. Source: UK Power Networks/Google Maps - 

Site has good connection potential, land is sufficient for a 50 MW battery storage facility and well 

located to form part of a wider community project. 

33kV connection on land 
to north east of the water 
treatment works 

11kV Substation 

Allocation PT6 
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high-voltage substation.  This site could house a 50-megawatt (MW) battery storage 

facility, which is suitable for EV charging infrastructure and other projects within a 

reasonable distance. 

 

The BSS could be open, using shipping container sized units to house the batteries 

(see appendix 3), a similar appearance to the existing use (Figure 12).  Alternatively, 

a new warehouse storage building could be constructed to accommodate the 

batteries.  Either option is unlikely to have a detrimental impact on the surrounding 

amenities considering the existing use and the urban location is suited to forming 

part of future community energy projects.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

The relevant Planning Policy Context for a BSS can be found at Appendix 4 

 

 

Figure 11 – Existing open storage at Hoyle Road. Source: Google Street View 

(Please note that the recommended location - the land allocated by Policy PT6 of the 

Local Plan 2003 is not in the ownership of the Town or District Council, however land 

ownership information was not available at the time of producing this report).  
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Recommendations 

 

Policy 

 

A recommendation is made to include within the Peacehaven and Telscombe 

Neighbourhood Plan a strategic policy on climate change, this will strengthen the 

existing local policies: 

 

 Example: Strategic Policy – Climate Change 

 

• All new development proposals to be designed to make it adaptable to the 

impacts of a changing climate, curve reduction in areas of vulnerability such 

as flood risk, drought and rising temperatures.  

• Promotion of renewable sources into new developments such as district 

heating schemes or solar energy. Through local schemes in association with 

the developer.  

• To ensure that new developments are built to high sustainability standards. 

• Reduction of transport should be incorporated where possible to reduce the 

impacts of traffic on climate change.  

• New development will place increased pressure on water resources. The 

weather conditions may also increase demand of water resources. Therefore, 

new development proposals will need to consider the capacity on existing 

wastewater treatment works and the ability of these sites to expand in the 

future.  

• The increase of flooding may have impact on a development therefore 

potential new developments will need to be located away from areas at risk of 

flooding and incorporate measures to avoid increasing the risk of flooding. 

• Development must incorporate appropriate flood attenuation measures to 

manage such runoff. 

 

Coastal Erosion and Flooding 
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Recommendation 1 – Local Climate Impact Profile Report Led by Peacehaven 

and Telscombe Town Councils. 

 

Commission a specific Local Climate Impact Profile Report for Peacehaven and 

Telscombe which takes into account the unique characteristics of the area and how it 

has been and is likely to be affected by climate change. This includes the continued 

impact of cliff erosion and flooding on local communities. 

 

This Local Climate Impact Profile Report would be designed to enable Peacehaven 

and Telscombe Town Councils and LDC to better understand how Council services 

have been affected by historic climate events and the learning processes needed to 

better adapt to the effects of climate change in the future.  

 

A Local Climate Impact Profile Report can also be used alongside other tools, such 

as the Sussex Strategic Risk Register and the local Surface Water Management 

Plan, to develop a set of key adaptation considerations for integration into local 

policy making decisions. This would be not just for mitigating the effects of climate 

change but a set of adaptation considerations for assessing the delivery of day to 

day services in the area also.  

 

Final Recommendation 2 – The Establishment of a Peacehaven and Telscombe 

Climate Assembly involving Local Residents. 

 LDC and Peacehaven and Telscombe Town Councils should work together to 

establish a citizens group of local residents to form a dedicated Climate Assembly. 

This would address issues such as coastal erosion and flooding in the area and 

create the local awareness needed to make further progress in mitigating climate 

change impacts.  

 

It has been noted that the Public Question Times at Peacehaven Town Council 

meetings are often very poorly attended, even when the Climate Change Working 

Party was discussing its Terms of Reference last March, 2020. Nearby Brighton and 

Hove City Council has recently established a Climate Assembly which could be used 

as a template and Peacehaven Town Council’s recent Single Use Plastic policy 

shows community based climate action can work. 
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Biodiversity and Habitats 

 

Despite there being guidance from sources such as the SDNPA and UNESCO, the 

current policy on habitats and biodiversity seems slightly outdated, and fails to 

address many of the issues discussed. There is advice on what to do to improve and 

conserve habitats but no rules. One recommendation for the upcoming 

neighbourhood plan would be to make it compulsory for new developments to 

include green infrastructure aspects to the design and then monitor that this target is 

met. A relatively new method starting to be seen is also preparing a call for sites for 

biodiversity. This way, the public can put forward their land that the council can 

protect and keep for biodiversity benefits, whilst the owner of the land remains 

responsible for its upkeep. An overall increase in greenspace will always be 

beneficial to the community.  

 

Green Energy and Green Infrastructure 

 
There are multiple opportunities for the Peacehaven and Telscombe Town Council to 

implement more green energy and enhance the green infrastructure. Firstly, is to 

inform residents of the following government initiatives; “The Energy Efficiency 

Calculator and Home Energy Grants” (HM Government, March, 2021). These 

initiatives could be advertised through either leaflets, a section on the Council’s 

website or advertisement posters in shop windows. Therefore, enabling them to 

reduce their energy bills and find the opportunities to pay for energy saving 

improvements to their homes and businesses, whilst making them more 

environmentally friendly. By informing residents of these initiatives, it would enable 

the Council to encourage residents to make their homes more environmentally 

friendly whilst being at a small cost to the Council.  

  

Additionally, by making the town centre more suitable environment for cyclists, by 

implementing cycling lanes, it would reduce the impact of traffic and lower fuel 

emissions whilst improving resident health. Finally, by including a policy within the 

Neighbourhood Plan that would encourage developers to design energy efficient 

new homes and infrastructure, The Council would ensure that they aim reuse of 
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existing building materials within new developments, doing so would align with the 

NPPF. 

 

Battery Storage 
 
If site PT6 was used for battery storage it could help facilitate a larger community 

energy project providing Economic benefits including:  

 financial benefit for the community from the revenue generated 

 higher employment  

 social inclusion and support of other community activities & services 

 

It could also provide Education and acceptance including 

 knowledge about energy saving 

 providing examples for other communities and 

 help form positive attitudes towards Renewable Energy 

 

and in terms of Climate protection and sustainability community energy can 

 influence lifestyles 

 promote climate awareness 

 create a mental connection between energy consumption and climate change 

 and give the community empowerment and a sense of pride and joy 
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Appendix 
 

 

 

Appendix 1 
 

 

Electricity Substation Locations within the PTNPA. Source: UK Power 
Networks/Google Maps 
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Appendix 2 
 
 

 

Likelihood of flooding in the area. Source: Flood Map for Planning 
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Appendix 3 

 
Typical battery Unit Elevations.  Source: www.smartcitiesworld.net/ 
 
The battery units would likely be 3.9m in height which is below that of the 4m height 
restriction imposed on temporary permission (Planning Ref LW/16/0387) for the use 
of PT6 as open storage. 
 
A site size of 0.56ha should be able to accommodate a total of 25no. containerised 
battery units and associated infrastructure, which would be capable of providing over 
50 MW of storage capacity. 
 
Any security fencing would be the same as the existing site although additional 
CCTV cameras and poles are likely to be required and giving the existing use of the 
site additional screening is unlikely to be required.  The noise is limited to the battery 
cooling and this unlikely to have a significant impact on any neighbouring properties. 
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Appendix 4 
 

Planning Policy Context for a Battery Storage Site 
 
The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) requires that applications 
for planning permission must be determined in accordance with the development 
plan unless material conditions indicate otherwise. For the Peacehaven and 
Telscombe battery storage project, the development plan comprises: 
 

 Lewes District Local Plan Part 1: Joint Core Strategy (2016) 

 Lewes District Local Plan Part 2: Site Allocations and Development 

 Management Policies (2020) 

 ‘Saved’ policies of the Lewes District Local Plan (2003) 

 The South Downs Local Plan (2019) 

 The National Policy Statement (NPS) for Energy (NPS EN-1) and  

 NPS for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (NPS EN-5), and the  

 National Planning Policy Framework 2019 (NPPF)  

 National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG). 
 
Given that battery storage projects above 50 MW are no longer (14 July 2020) 
subject to the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) regime under the 
Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008) any application for a battery storage site in the PTNPA 
would be dealt with by the relevant local planning authority, which should greatly 
speed up the process of securing permission. 
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Appendix 5 

Photos taken when visiting Peacehaven and Telscombe in May of 2021 
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AIM29 PEACEHAVEN AND TELSCOMBE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS – GREEN GROUP 
 
Group Colour: Green 
 

Topic: Climate Change and Energy 

Mark Walker (20835718) Organised Group Meetings and liaised 
with all of the Group Members via 
official University of Brighton 
communication channels. Visited Site 
Twice and conducted an individual risk 
assessment. Looked at Peacehaven 
Town Council Climate Change Policies, 
Researched and Produced the Coastal 
Erosion and Flooding slides and report 
sections, developed questions for the 
Steering Group (with input from other 
team members). Uploaded site visit 
photos to Green Group Teams channel. 
Developed Presentation Slide template. 
 

James Laibach (20828345) Visited Site and conducted an individual 
risk assessment, Researched and 
Produced Battery Storage and 
Achieving Net Zero Carbon slides and 
report section, developed questions for 
the Steering Group (with input from 
other team members). 
 

Sam Baker (20837164) Organised Group Meetings, Visited Site 
and conducted an individual risk 
assessment, Researched and Produced 
Green Energy and Green Infrastructure 
slides and report sections, Collaborated 
all the slides into one document, 
created Green Group Team. 
 

Holli Flatley (17827784) Researched and Produced the Climate 
Change Impacts of Biodiversity and 
Habitats slides and report sections. 
 

Shazia Penne (19834154) Visited Site and conducted an individual 
risk assessment, Researched and 
Produced the Climate Change and 
Energy Policies slides and report 
sections, shared slides during 
presentation. 
 

ALL Everyone attended group meetings, all 
agreed on individual responsibilities and 
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milestones, all created a Safe and 
Friendly environment, used 
communication channels, shared 
information sources through Teams 
provided by Brighton University. 
 

 
 

Assessors’ Comments 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


